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Damon Huss

Senior Editor and Curriculum Specialist, Constitutional Rights Foundation

Muslims have lived in
North America since the
earliest days of Western
European colonization
here. From 1530 on,
roughly 10-30 percent of
the African slaves
brought here were Mus-
lims. In 1805, Thomas
Jefferson himself hosted
a feast, or Iftar dinner,
in the White House to
celebrate the conclusion
of the month-long fast of
Ramadan in order to
welcome the first Mus-
lim ambassador to the
United States.

Today, roughly 3.3 mil-
lion Muslims live in the
United States, compris-
ing about 0.9 percent of
the population. (Pew
Research Center projects
that by 2050, the num-
ber of Muslims in Amer-
ica will increase to 8.1

million, or 2.1 percent of
the population.)

At the same time, sever-
al national and world
events as well as politi-
cal campaigns have
thrust Islam into the
forefront of many Amer-
icans’ awareness. Be-
cause of terrorist acts
committed by a few in
the name of Islam, de-
bates in the media and
in private life have heat-
ed up. Disagreement
frequently surfaces
about everything from
the meaning of “jihad”
to what restrictions
should or should not be
placed on Syrian refu-
gees.

We view the recent fo-
cus on Islam in our me-
dia as an opportunity to
help educators gain clar-
ity about Islam in the

United States. It is an
opportunity to think
about what a healthy
discourse about Islam or,
for that matter, any reli-
gious view or opinion
can look like. In this
spirit, we provide in this
issue of the CA3Rs Bulle-
tin an annotated list of
resources to help educa-
tors understand the reli-
gion itself and its role in
the world today.
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We view the
recent focus
on Islam in
our media as
an
opportunity to
help educators
gain clarity
about Islam
in the United

States.

CA3Rs Bulletin

Resources Available
Through CA3Rs

We start with introductory
resources to increase reli-
gious literacy about Islam.
These free resources are
hyperlinked in the elec-
tronic copy of this Bulletin,
but all can be accessed
through the “World Reli-
gions and Philosophies”
page on the website of the
CA3Rs (ca3rsproject.org).

Access Islam - Timeline

This timeline includes a
section on Islam in Ameri-
ca with notable events
such as John Quincy
Adams’ freeing of Abdul
Rahman ibn Sori and the
1998 Ramadan Iftar meal
hosted by the Pentagon for
Muslims on active duty in
the U.S. armed forces. The
website is produced by the
Educational Broadcasting
Corporation, local public
television affiliate Thir-
teen/WNET New York,
and the PBS Religion & Eth-
ics Newsweekly program.

Access Islam - Video

Here is a menu of 19 short
video segments from PBS’s
Religion & Ethics
Newsweekly. The videos
help describe madrasahs
(religious schools), the ob-
servance of Ramadan (the
month-long period of daily

fasting and prayer), and
the cultural gaps be-
tween native-born Amer-
ican Muslims and immi-
grant Muslim communi-
ties. The videos range
from two or three
minutes to 10 minutes in
length.

Frontline: Muslims

Frontline is an investiga-
tive journalism program
produced for PBS. This
website provides links to
its program Muslims. Of
particular interest to to-
day’s educators would be
the interview with Uni-
versity of Malaysia Pro-
fessor Chandra Muzaffar
on “Islam and the West.”

Muhammad: Legacy of a
Prophet

This film presented by
KQED radio in Northern
California and the Corpo-
ration for Public Broad-
casting profiles Prophet
Muhammad, the founder
of Islam.

Islam: Empire of Faith

The resources and les-
sons here are designed to
help teachers use the PBS
series Islam: Empire of
Faith and companion
website in secondary so-
cial studies, civics, reli-
gion, and language arts
classes. The lesson plans
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may also be adapted for
use as stand-alone re-
sources.

Islam Divided: The Shiites
and Sunnis

In this lesson from Bill of
Rights in Action, students
learn about the history
and differences between
these major Muslim sects.
In a map-making activity,
students identify major
Shiite and Sunni nations
as well as dominant ethnic
groups in the Middle East.

Constitutional Rights
Foundation Resources

These CRF materials pro-
vide information about
Islam by viewing historic
and current conflicts
though the lens of law and
policy. Unless otherwise
noted, the following free
resources can all be found
on CRF’s “America Re-
sponds to Terrorism” web
page (crf-usa.org/america-
responds-to-terrorism/
america-responds-to-
terrorism.html). CRF has
updated the page, which
also includes material re-
lated to domestic terror-
ism, whether religiously
motivated or otherwise.

The Origins of Islamic Law

In this web lesson, stu-

(Continued on next page.)
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dents learn that “Islamic law,
like Judaic law, represents one
of the world’s great legal sys-

In this lesson from
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Miscellaneous Resources on Con-
temporary Issues




