
Handout A 

Who is Your California Hero? 
 

Imagine you could become a hero from California’s history. A hero is someone who 
has contributed to the culture, politics, history, or economy of the state in a unique 
way. A hero can also be someone who has fought for civil rights in the state or 
nation. 
 
Who would you want to be? What would you be like? You are going to get the 
chance to choose someone you consider a hero and play the role of that person in 
class. 
 
You are going to prepare for a Three-Minute Presentation. This will be your 
chance to become the historic hero and introduce yourself to the rest of the class. 
The class should learn about your life during this presentation. 
 
Follow these steps to prepare: 
 
Step 1. Choose a hero you will portray. 
 
Step 2. Research your hero to learn: 
• The historical setting (what life was like at the 
time the hero lived). 
• The hero’s contributions to California’s culture, 
politics, history, or economy. 
• Important challenges (problems, obstacles, 
enemies) the hero had to face. 
• The hero’s character, style, actions, and values or 
principles, especially those expressed in personal 
writings and speeches. 
 
Step 3. Create a bibliography. 
All good historians keep track of their information sources. You will need to create a 
bibliography showing the sources you used in your research. (Turn this in when you 
give your hero’s presentation.) See the handout Create a Bibliography for details 
on creating the bibliography. 

Telling the Story 
It is important to use different 
information sources in your 
research. What one person 
says about the hero, another 
may disagree with. Good 
historical research is balanced 
and based on the most factual 
information the historian can 
find. Historians value sources 
that were written at the time 
and place they are studying. 
They also use the hero’s 
actual words from speeches, 
letters, and other documents 
to tell the story accurately. 
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Step 4. Prepare your Three-Minute Presentation. 
Using your research as a guide, create a three-minute presentation to introduce 
your hero to the class. You may memorize your part or use notes. (If you use 
notes, only glance at them. Try to keep eye contact with the audience.)  
 
Your presentation should help the audience understand: 
• Where and how you (the hero) grew up. 
• Challenges you faced. 
• Why you are remembered today. What made you important. 
• Important contributions you made. 
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Consider… 
• Using quotes from speeches or writings. 
• Describing what you looked like. 
• Using visuals to make your presentation more informative or interesting. (Pictures 
of your home or family, of a historical event you participated in, etc.)  
 
 
 

CRF’s Research Links 
www.crf-usa.org/research-links/links.html 
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